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Be Orchids are synonymous with 
Cymbidiums throughout Sydney and 
the nation. From late 1969 until 2010 f 
Bryants Orchids was based at its Kurnell 
Nursery in Sydney, near Botany Bay. 
Bryants Orchids is a family partnership that 
was founded by Alvin Bryant and boasts over 40 years of 
experience in exporting hybrid Cymbidium cut flowers 
and plants as well as tissue culture and hybridising. For 
many years they also ran a flasking service, primarily for 
assisting hobbyists over a range of genera. Alvin Bryant 
was also one of the main people responsible for bringing 
various cultivars of the carnivorous Venus Fly Trap into 
Australia in the late 1970s. 

Today, Bryants Orchids no longer export flowers but 
continue to concentrate on hybridising and developing 
standard tetraploid (4n) Cymbidium seedlings and selected 
mericlone cultivars. Unfortunately they no longer have a 
retail nursery to visit. Their stock can be found in diverse 
locations around the world including the Netherlands, 
India, USA, UK, Japan, New Zealand as well as around 
all states of Australia. 

Alvin's son, Greg Bryant is a Cymbidium specialist in his 
own right who has spoken at Orchid Conferences and 
meetings around the world. Many of the finest showbench 
Cymbidiums in Australia can trace much of their heritage 
from Bryants Orchids breeding stock. 

In this issue, Greg discusses the many successes they 
have had with two different plants from the hybrid 
Cymbidium Cronulla. It is wonderful that Greg has chosen 
to share such insight and information with our readers, 
so such history is not lost. I well remember the evening 
at Henley Bowling Club (OSNSW meeting) back in 1989, 
when Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’ was awarded its 
AM, and the excitement around the new colours in this 
flower. As you will see, it has proved to be an outstanding 
breeding plant that certainly has many runs on the board! 

Many see the number of awards granted or shows won 
to be the benchmark for a good orchid. As Greg mentions, 
there are a number of other markers that need to be 
taken into account. Plant vigour, ease of culture and 
flowering are other very important factors. Many plants 
are also earmarked for future breeding, whilst others are 
customised for the cut flower or pot plant trade. However, 
probably THE most important factor is popularity. Not 
just with orchid growers, but the general gardening 
public. It is vitally important to GROW what YOU like! 

Ray Clement and I discuss the culture and variations 
within the majestic Brazilian species, Laelia tenebrosa. 
We also share images of the unusual colour forms of this 
species that Fred Clarke in the USA is breeding with. 
On the Australian orchid front, Michael Harrison and I 
report on a new Dendrobium natural hybrid that we 
discovered in North Queensland in late 2013. 

Good news! Keikigrow, plant hormones for orchids, is 
now available in Australia. Andre Cleghorn from Flora 
Laboratories is now the distributor for this product. It was 
originally formulated by Dr James Brasch in Canada. 
See the website www.floralaboratories.com.au for 
more details. 

Remember you can renew or extend your subscriptions 
to the Australian Orchid Review on our secure website at 


www.australianorchidreview.com.au | 
David Banks 


Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Cover Shot 


Laelia tenebrosa is an 
imposing and spectacular 
species from Brazil. 

Read more about this 
grand orchid in this issue. 


Plant: Ted & Barbara Gregory, 
Photo: David Banks 
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Cymbidium Cronulla: 
n Excellent Heritage 


by Greg Bryant 


ronulla is a beachside suburb nestled between Botany 
Bay and Port Hacking on the southern outskirts of 
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. While famous for its 
‘beaches and for producing some world class surfers, it is also 
known for the iconic Cymbidium grex that was named after it. 

The Cymbidium Cronulla cross was registered by Mr & Mrs 
P. Elfleet from New Zealand in 1984. This Australian-made 
cross was bred by my father, Alvin Bryant, in the late 1970's. 
The parents used to make the Cronulla cross were Cymbidium 
Alvin Bryant ‘Regal’ 4n and Cymbidium Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 
4n, both tetraploids. Today many of the world’s finest show 
bench and commercial Cymbidium varieties have Cymbidium 
Cronulla in their heritage. 

Before delving any further we should first examine the 
parentage of the Cymbidium Cronulla cross in some more 
detail. Many growers may be surprised to know that although 
created in Australia, the Alvin Bryant cross had an American 
ancestry. Cymbidium Alvin Bryant was registered in 1979 by 
Adelaide Orchids, from Alvin Bryant’s crossing of Cymbidium 
White Christmas ‘Snowdrift’ (an early season white) with 
Cymbidium Fanfare ‘St. Francis’ 4n (a large green). Both of 
these orchids were originally imported from the USA. The 
standout cultivar in the Cymbidium Alvin Bryant cross was the 
cultivar Cymbidium Alvin Bryant ‘Regal’. As a seedling ‘Regal’ 
flowered just two years from the flask in May (equivalent to 
November in the northern hemisphere) and on a mature 
plant proved to be very productive with a good long spike 
with up to 25 blooms. ‘Regal’ was off-whitish in colour. 

It is important to remember that in contrast to the present 
day, back in the 1970’s there were not many tetraploid (4n) 
Cymbidiums available to use in hybridising. The other parent 
of the Cronulla cross was Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 4n. In the late 
1970’s both diploid (2n) and tetraploid (4n) clones of 
Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ existed. 

For those not familiar with ploidy (n), we are talking about 
the number of chromosomes in an organism’s cells. Most 
living things are usually diploid (2n), receiving a set of 
chromosomes (n) from each parent. Tetraploid (4n) varieties 
have twice the number of chromosomes as diploid (2n) 
varieties. Advantages that tetraploid varieties frequently 
exhibit compared to diploid varieties include larger flower 
size and volume, increased intensity and saturation of colour, 
increased flower substance often giving greater flower 
toughness and a potentially longer flower life. These 
advantages are important commercially but also critical for 
the ongoing hybridising and development of Cymbidiums. 
Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 4n was a large early green variety. Its 
spike habit tended to be short from the bulb to the first flower 
on the raceme but this was somewhat compensated by its 
growth habit with relatively compact foliage length and 
smaller than average bulb size. 
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This meant Alvin used one vigorous growing early off- 
white parent with good shape, size, spike habit and 
productivity in ‘Regal’ and crossed it onto an early large green 
parent with compact growth and an average spike habit in 
‘Elanora’ 4n. The cross was originally made in July, 1978. 

In Alvin’s 1979 Flask List catalogue, the following 
description appears in the Green (Tetraploid Expectancy) 
section - 

“7909 : Alvin Bryant ‘Regal’ x Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 4n. 
Massive greens throughout June for show bench, breeding and cut 
flowers are the aim. ‘Regal’ also represents a large step forward in 
early breeding development.” 

Remember to work out the northern hemisphere flowering 
time just add 6 months, so an Australian / Southern 
Hemisphere June equates to December in the USA / Northern 
Hemisphere. How accurate did Alvin’s expectancy description 
for the Cymbidium Cronulla cross turn out to be? Well it 
proved to be reasonably accurate but there were surprises. 

The majority of the seedlings from the cross were in fact 
large and green when they flowered. Many were vigorous 
growers also. The surprise was that there were also pink, 
polychrome, cream, yellow and white flowers. Some seedlings 
had excellent flower shape and good spike habit. The Cronulla 
cross was well received by growers within Australia and 
internationally. It speaks well that the cross was registered by 
New Zealanders and that Alvin actually received a hybridiser’s 
award for the Cronulla cross in New Zealand. 

In fact the cross was so successful that Alvin remade it in 
1982. In his 1983 Flask List Catalogue we find the following: 

“8361: Alvin Bryant ‘Regal’ x Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 4n. 
This is a remake. The cross won the hybridiser’s award for me in 
New Zealand and is outstanding for the high percentage of fine 
clones obtained. One of the features of this cross is the excellent 
growth. ‘Regal’ as a seedling flowered two years from the flask and 
this property was passed on. ‘Regal’ usually has flowers open in May, 
is very free flowering and has up to 25 blooms on a spike. The cross 
is also throwing other colours with white, pink and yellow 
appearing in June and July.” : 

There are some who would judge the value of a grex based - 
solely on the number of quality awards that it receives. To me 
this is somewhat unrealistic and misguided. Quality awards 
are just one criterion upon which we can judge crosses. Other 
criteria, which are arguably even more important, are the 
grex’s popularity, commercial success and subsequent use in 
breeding and development. 


In Australia the Cymbidium Cronulla cross received two . 


Australian Orchid Council quality awards. Cymbidium 
Cronulla ‘Bexley’ was awarded a Highly Commended 
Certificate (HCC) in 1987 for Frank Slattery, who is one of the 
legends and founding fathers of the orchid fraternity in 
Australia. Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’ was awarded an 
Award of Merit (AM) in 1989 for Bryants Orchids. Both of 
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these were originally awarded by the Orchid Society of 
New South Wales Judging Panel. Commercially Cymbidium 
Cronulla ‘Green Gem’ was successful as an early green cut 
flower variety in Australia and New Zealand and there were 
other Cronulla cultivars that enjoyed commercial success. 
To my way of thinking the Cronulla grex’s most significant 
achievement has been in its contribution to the breeding and 
development of tetraploid Cymbidiums. Take a look at the 
current successful show bench and commercial cymbidiums 
in Australia and it will become obvious how many pinks, reds, 
white and greens have Cronulla in their pedigree. While there 
have beenanumber of Cronulla cultivars that have contributed 
to cymbidium development, there are two cultivars that I 
would especially like to highlight. These are Cymbidium 
Cronulla ‘The Khan’ and Cymbidium Cronulla ‘Charisma’. 


Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’ 
AM/AOC-NSW 1989 


Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’ AM/AOC is an unusual 
flower. It is a polychrome with pink on the outer petal and 
sepal borders and green in the centre. The labellum is good 
sized and had red markings with a red banded edge. The 
flower is large and has full, filled-in rounded shape. It carries 
up to 25 or so blooms on a good strong stem. Importantly it 
is a very vigorous and good grower that flowers freely. One 
fault that it has is the short distance from the spike’s origin at 
the bulb to the first flower on the stem. ‘The Khan’ was 
successful as a show variety but its greatest success has proven 
to be as a parent of superior pinks, reds and browns. 

When used in breeding ‘The Khan’ has acted like a blank 
palette in that it often assumes, improves or enhances the 
colour of the other parent. Good shape, size and vigour are 
frequently passed on to its progeny. There have been many 
good crosses made by various hybridisers using Cronulla ‘The 
Khan’ but some of the best crosses that have produced 
cultivars that have received quality awards would include the 
Khan FHlame, Lancashire Khan, 
Khanebono and Spicy Khan grexes. 

Prior to the 1980's there was a shortage 
of vigorous tetraploid red cymbidiums. 
The Australian and New Zealand 
Cymbidium development was focused 
mainly on export cut flowers for the 
northern hemisphere markets of Japan, 
Europe and the USA. During their hot 
summers the Japanese and European 
markets’ demand was primarily for cool 
pastel colours while in the USA summer 
the Cymbidium cut flower market mainly 
required whites for corsage use. 
Conversely in the southern hemisphere 
winter in Australia, the domestic pot 
plant and cut flower markets sought hot, 
bright colours like reds, browns, gold 
and oranges. 

The Giles family of Sydney’s 
Wondabah Orchids had made red crosses 
such as Cymbidium Sensation (late 
1950’s) and Cymbidium Terama (late 
1960's). These were made as diploid 
(2n) crosses but over time a number of 
tetraploid cultivars emerged. Don Jones 
from Yowie Bay in southern Sydney also 
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made the Cymbidium Yowie Flame cross in the mid 1970's 
using a diploid Cymbidium Sensation and a diploid Cymbidium 
Tapestry. Some of these flasks were treated with colchicine 
and ended up in New Zealand. One of the seedlings to emerge 
from these flasks for Neil Burke was the tetraploid Cymbidium 
Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’ 4n. 

Along with John van der Linden (Lingar Orchids), Peter 
Moffatt (Kiwi Orchids) and Norm Porter, Neil Burke is one of 
New Zealand’s best Cymbidium hybridisers. Neil recognised 
‘Krakatoa’ as being outstanding and cloned it. During a visit 
to New Zealand in 1987 Alvin Bryant was able to select one 
of Neil’s best clones of Cymbidium Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’ 4n 
and bring it back to Australia to use in his breeding program. 

Cymbidium Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’ had good shape, good 
strong tall spike, carried up to 18 large flowers per stem and 
was a deep vibrant red colour. It received an Award of 
Distinction (AD) for its colour and a HCC from the Orchid 
Society of New South Wales (OSNSW) in 1989. Despite all 
these good points it still shared the problem of most of the 
other reds of this time in that it wasn’t a very vigorous grower. 
Alvin Bryant decided to cross it with the vigorous growing 
and full shaped Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’. The result 
was the outstanding Cymbidium Khan Flame cross. 

The Cymbidium Khan Flame grex has achieved quality 
awards and commercial success but most significantly of all, 
it has given outstanding results in breeding particularly for 
early season reds, pinks and browns. 

The Khan Flames were mainly pink and red but there were 
also browns and combinations of other colours. Varieties such 
as Khan Flame ‘Tuscany’ have received quality awards and 
won major shows around Australia. Other varieties such as 
the May flowering Khan Flame ‘Lucifer’ and Khan Flame 
‘Sheena’ have been used commercially in the Netherlands. 
Many hybridisers have achieved fantastic results by using 
Khan Flame cultivars in their breeding programs. For Bryants 
Orchids, Khan Flame ‘Raquel’, Khan Flame ‘Roberta’ and 
Khan Flame ‘Lucifer’ have been the stand out parents. 


Cymbidium Khan Flame 
‘Lucifer’ 
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What traits have made the Khan Flames so successful? 
Traits including vigorous growth, good flower shape, good 
size flowers and good productivity can be traced back to 
Cymbidium Cronulla ‘The Khan’. Traits such as the appealing 
vibrant colours and good spike habit can be attributed more 
to the influence of Cymbidium Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’. If you 
look on the RHS International Orchid Register (as at 2013) 
you will see two pages of registrations for Khan Flame as a 
seed parent (36) and another two pages of registrations for 
Khan Flame as a pollen parent (30). This total of 66 crosses 
could be reasonably expected to continue to increase. By way 
of comparison the Cymbidium Kirby Lesh grex, which has had 
some fine cultivars, has just 4 registrations as a seed parent 
and 19 registrations as a pollen parent for a total of only 23 
registrations. Results are what really count and that is why 
the Khan Flame grex truly stands out. The Khan Flame grex 
has parented many quality award winning cultivars around 
Australia such as: 
¢ Kimberley Splash ‘Tee Pee’ AM/OSCOV; AD/OSCOV 

(Khan Flame x Valley Splash) 
¢ Templestowe Dream ‘Lachlan’ AM/OSCOV 

(Khan Flame x Elegant Valerie) 

e Memoria Joan Bryant ‘Keen’ AM/OSCOV 

(Khan Flame x Sylvan Star) 

e Flaming Pepper ‘Kirrawee’ HCC/OSNSW 

(Khan Flame x Yowie Pepper) 


e Flaming Pepper ‘Kahlua’ HCC/OSNSW 
(Khan Flame x Yowie Pepper) 


 f 


« Cymbidium Khan Flame 
ey ‘Raquel’ 
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e Hypno Beauty ‘Gorgeous’ HCC/AOC 
(han Flame x Red Beauty) 


¢ Hypno Beauty ‘Strawberries And Cream’ HCC/AOC 
(Khan Flame x Red Beauty) 


e¢ Hypno Beauty ‘Highclere’ HCC/AOC 
(Khan Flame x Red Beauty) 


e Hazel Flame ‘No 1’ HCC/OSCOV 
(Khan Flame x Hazel Tyers) 


¢ Memoria Ken Crowder ‘Roma Kaye’ HCC/OSCOV 
(Khan Flame x Memoria Joan Bryant) 


e Flaming Vulcan ‘Tee Pee’ HCC/OSCOV 
(Khan Flame x Yowie Rose) 


¢ Kimberley Flame ‘Flying Ambers’ AD/OSCOV 
(Khan Flame x Kelly’s Winter) 


Grexes that incorporate the Cymbidium Khan Flame 
offspring as parents are providing excellent results. 
An example of this is an orchid that received an Award of 
Merit and won Grand Champion of the Cymbidium Club of 
Australia Show at Dural in western Sydney in 2013 for 
Geoff Le Marne. The plant was Cymbidium Regal Flames 
‘Queen of Hearts’ AM/OSNSW. It was a beautiful big flower 
and had rich, dark red colour and superb shape and was 
beautifully displayed and presented on strong stems with 
compact plant growth habit. The hybridiser was 
Gordon Giles. If we take a look at the parentage of 
Regal Flames it is apparent that Khan Flame appears in 
both sides of its pedigree. 
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Cymbidium Lancashire 


‘Debonair’ 
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Cymbidium Khan Fury 
‘Kurnell’ 


Genetically, 18.75% of Regal Flames ‘Queen of Hearts’ 
genes came from Cronulla ‘The Khan’ and 18.75% from 
Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’ — that means that over a third of 
‘Queen of Hearts’ genes (37.5% to be exact) came from the 
Khan Flame ancestry. 

It is not solely through the Khan Flame line that Cronulla 
‘The Khan’ and Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’ have given great 
results. Both are grandparents of Cymbidium Serhan’s Passion 
‘Marion’ FCC/AOC which in 2005 was only the third standard 
Cymbidium ever to receive an FCC (First Class Certificate) 
in Australia. The other two to receive an FCC were 
Cymbidium Girrawheen ‘Enid’ in April 1944 and Cymbidium 
Jubilation ‘Geronimo’ in 1984. 
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The genetic make-up of Serhan’s Passion ‘Marion’ is 50% 
Lancashire Rose ‘Maureen’ 4n, 25% Cronulla ‘The Khan’ and 
25% Yowie Flame ‘Krakatoa’. It is reasonable to say that 
Lancashire Rose ‘Maureen’ has also proven to be an extremely 
good parent as it is also present in the parentage of Regal 
Flames ‘Queen of Hearts’. 

Summing up it is apparent that Cymbidium Cronulla 
‘The Khan’ has played a very important and significant role 
in the development of our superior modern standard 
Cymbidiums. However it is not the only Cronulla cultivar 
that has played an important role in Cymbidium development. 
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Christopher French and Garry Brockman. 2013 


This is the first time all the known WA orchids, 
both temperate and sub-tropical, have been 
represented photographically in a single 


For each orchid species, photos are provided 
showing flowers and, where photos are 
available, whole plants. Text for each genus 
and species includes common names (shown 
alongside or under the genus/species name), 
the meaning of its scientific name, its 
flowering period, who first named the genus/ 
species and where the type specimen/s were 
collected. Also included are a description, 
including how the genus differs from close 


1466 colour photographs. Paperback. 514 pages. 
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Cymbidium Cronulla ‘Charisma’ 


Cymbidium Cronulla ‘Charisma’ did not receive any quality 
awards like Cronulla ‘The Khan’ did. As well as having very 
heavy and tough flower substance ‘Charisma’ had flat, 
rounded shape and was a non-staining ivory/ whitish colour 
with a rather narrow and heavily marked labellum. 
Importantly, even though ‘Charisma’ flowered in June during 
the lowest light levels of the season, the spike was tall and 
strong and could carry up to 20 good sized flowers. The plant 
was moderately compact in its growth habit and proved to be 
quite vigorous and free flowering. It is these traits that have 
made ‘Charisma’ such a valuable parent in the development 
of white Cymbidiums, especially for the early to mid-season 
flowering periods. 

A few critics have sought to discredit the Cronulla grex 
because one of its grandparents was Cymbidium Fanfare 
‘St Francis’ 4n. Yes, Fanfare was a coarse grower with big 
bulbs and long, thick leaves but on the positive side it was a 
large, shapely, heavy substance flower on tall strong stems. 
If we search on the Royal Horticultural Society’s International 
Orchid Registry for grexes that have been registered using 
Cymbidium Fanfare, both as a seed and pollen parent, we can 
find some interesting results. A total of 126 registrations using 
Fanfare as a parent have been made. In comparison there are 
106 registrations using Lunagrad but only 86 registrations 
using Vanguard. 

This needs to be put into proper perspective. The Cymbidium 
Red Beauty cross (Vanguard x Tapestry) has been very 
successfully used both in breeding and commercial cut flower 
production. Originally the Red Beauty cross was diploid but 
over time tetraploid Red Beauty cultivars have appeared. 
Anyone who has visited the Netherlands and seen banks of 
Red Beauty’s in production will be aware that many of the 
Red Beauty’s are in fact very coarse growers. For example 
Red Beauty ‘Netty’ 4n (one parent of the Kirby Lesh cross) is 
a coarse grower with long foliage and large bulbs. My point 
is that many hybridisers have seen the value of using the 
coarse growing Fanfare in breeding just as others may have 
seen the value in using a coarse growing Red Beauty. 

Remember that good hybridising involves the art of using 
a parent that will tend to correct any faults present in the 
other parent. 

The compact growing Cymbidium Lunagrad ‘Elanora’ 4n 
contributes 50% of the Cymbidium Cronulla genes whereas 
the coarse growing Cymbidium Fanfare contributes only 25% 
of the genes. The remaining 25% of genes come from the 


ABN. 13 741 588 428 


Signs » Flyers » Advertisements 


Brochures » Catalogues - Magazines 
Business Stationery, etc. 


0424 141 637 
rdd@netspace.net.au 


The Australian Orchid Review, February — March 2014 


reasonably compact growing Cymbidium White Christmas 
‘Snowadrift’. One of ‘Snowdrift’s parents was Cymbidium Early 
Bird ‘Pacific’ 4n which in turn was bred directly from the 
compact species Cymbidium erythrostylum. It was no surprise 
that some Cronulla’s had coarse growth but the majority had 
an average growth habit and there were some compact 
growers as well. 

Good hybridisers take into consideration what they see 
(= phenotype which is the interaction between genes and 
environment) as well as the genetic makeup (= genotype) 
when selecting parents. 

If you talk to the oldest Cymbidium growers about the 
problems that used to exist in white Cymbidiums it would be 
wise to have some strong coffee on hand plus it would help 
if you area very patient person. Among the common problems 
that you would likely hear would be - 


1. That they weren't really white - often they were cream or 
off white 


2. Whites tended to sun stain - get a red or pink colouration 
on their outer sepal surface 


3. Whites were susceptible to cold temperatures, often 
staining or easily spotting on the segments or burning on 
the labellum edge 


4. Whites showed up marks from physical injury and 
bruised easily 


There may have been more than just these problems but 
for the sake of convenience let’s just accept that when looking 
to develop white cymbidiums there were a number of 
significant problems to overcome. Fortunately Cymbidium 
Cronulla ‘Charisma’ has provided the genetic base to help 
overcome many of these problems. 

Flowers with little or no red pigment in them will more 
easily show any marks resulting from physical injury. Often 
this will be to a much greater extent than the more heavily 
red pigmented flowers will. That is to say a brown or red 
flower will show less marks or bruising than will a white or 
pastel coloured flower. In fact the red pigment (anthocyanin) 


13 


Cymbidium Cronulla Star 
‘Booty’ 


acts as a protectant and sun screen to help protect both plant 
and flower tissues from the damaging effects of extreme light 
and temperature levels. This will manifest itself as a flower 
“sun staining” (that is increased red pigmentation on the 
outside surfaces of the sepals) in high light levels. Anthocyanin 
pigmentation on the inner surface of sepals and petals is more 
heavily influenced by temperatures as is labellum 
pigmentation. Before burning on the edge of the labellum 
due to icy cold temperatures, it can be observed that some 
varieties will increase the amount of red pigment on the edge 
of the labellum to try to protect the tissue from dying. 

High light intensity is often synonymous with potentially 
damaging levels of UV radiation and heat. The challenge that 
existed was to develop truly white coloured flowers that 
didn’t rely on anthocyanin production to protect their cells 
when exposed.to high light levels. Cymbidium Cronulla 
‘Charisma’ was free from sun staining and it was also resistant 
to bruising which for developing whites was critical. 


14 


Another strength that it possessed was that it flowered near 
the beginning of the season and would last through the entire 
season and still look pretty good at the end of the season. 
‘Charisma’ was a truly tough and long lasting flower. 

In 1987 Alvin Bryant crossed Cymbidium Cronulla 
‘Charisma’ with Cymbidium Joan of Arc ‘Olivine May’. 
‘Charisma’ was early flowering (late May) and ‘Olivine May’ 
was mid-season to late season flowering (September/ 
October). ‘Olivine May’ was an older variety but was an 
aesthetically beautiful flower, it had a soft light blush labellum 
and nice shape. Like a lot of tetraploids of its era it was not a 
vigorous grower (especially considering that one ofits parents 
was the antique Cymbidium Alexanderi and this also was a 
grandparent and therefore contributed 75% of the genes) 
and averaged only about ten blooms per stem with a rare 
maximum of 15 blooms per stem. It did stain on the sepals 
somewhat but in the right environmental conditions it was 
still a beautiful white. 
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Cymbidium Kuranulla 
‘Maestro’ 


The cross Joan of Arcx Cronulla was registered as Cymbidium 
Joan’s Charisma in 1995 by Bryants Orchids. One cultivar 
in particular has been outstanding as a commercial cut flower 
variety and as a parent for the ongoing development 
of white cymbidiums. That cultivar is Cymbidium Joan’s 
Charisma ‘Vanity’. 

‘Vanity’ has crystalline, pure white, non-staining petals 
and sepals and usually flowers in July/August. The shape is 
good as is flower size. The labellum is a bit on the narrow side 
and while the throat is relatively free from markings, it has 
strong dark red markings that become solid towards the edge 
of the labellum. Flower substance is tough and the flowers are 
bruise resistant as wellas long lasting. The plant is a reasonably 
vigorous grower and has long, strong spikes that will carry up 
to 18 or so blooms on mature plants. Currently ‘Vanity’ is 
widely used for cut flower production in New Zealand and 
the Netherlands. It is proving to be an outstanding parent. 

Other crosses of note using Cymbidium Cronulla ‘Charisma’ 
as a parent include Cymbidium Kuranulla (Cronulla x Wonder 
Arc) and Cymbidium Poetic Justice (Cronulla x Poetic Fair). 
Both of these grex names have a little story behind them. 

Kuranulla was chosen in tribute to the traditional owners 
of the land, the Kurranulla Aboriginal Corporation. The 
name Cronulla is derived from the local tribe’s kurranulla, 
meaning “place of the pink seashells”. 

Poetic Justice was registered by Max Crutch in 1996. Max 
was a retired WWII veteran, very much from the old school, 
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and he had been disgusted by one outspoken New Zealander’s 
constant unjustified and jealous criticisms of the Cronulla 
grex and its hybrids. To Max Crutch it really was a case of 
“Poetic Justice” when he grew such a truly outstanding 
seedling from a cross that used Cronulla ‘Charisma’ as 
a parent. 

If you ask Cymbidium growers which colour is the hardest 
to grow well; it is more than likely that the most frequent 
answer will be “white”. Unfortunately that is just the nature 
of the beast. The problems that the older growers cited with 
whites have largely been overcome. Whites can be vigorous 
growers, they can be truly white, they can be non-staining 
and they can be bruise resistant. One orchid that made 
a significant contribution to these traits is Cymbidium 
Cronulla ‘Charisma’. 

By highlighting Cronulla ‘The Khan’ and Cronulla 
‘Charisma’ I hope that you will now be able to understand 
and share my appreciation of the Cronulla grex and 
the excellent heritage that it has given to many of our 
current Cymbidiums. 

Enjoy your Cymbidium growing and best wishes with 
your hobby. Please visit our website for more of the same 
www.bryantsorchids.com | 

Greg Bryant 

Bryants Orchids 

Cronulla, NSW 

Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
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Cymbidium (Kuranulla x 
Joan's Angel) 
‘Tee Pee’ 
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Greg Bryant pictured at Bryant's Orchids, 
Kurnell in August.2002. The white flowers 

in the foreground are first flowering clones 
of Cymbidium Joan's Charisma ‘Vanity’ 
(Photo courtesy of the Sydney Morning Herald) 
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The “Dancing — Orchids - 


Text and photos by David Banks 


Ms gardeners are familiar with dancing lady orchids, 
so named for their prominent and flamboyant skirts — 
or labellums. Many styles of these predominantly golden 
Oncidium hybrids are used extensively as long-lasting cut 
flowers in restaurants and for various other floral work. 
The original species hail from Central and South America, 
mostly inhabiting the cooler mountainous regions. 

Whilst most of these cut flowers are actually imported from 
south-east Asia, it may come as a surprise that these tough 
and hardy orchids can actually be easily grown in a frost-free 
location in most parts of Australia. 
Plants are in active growth 
through the warmer months of 
the year and appreciate frequent 
splashes with the hose, as long as 
the plants dry out between 
watering. They like a dryer rest in 
the cooler winter months when 
the plants are semi-dormant. 

Dancing lady orchids are very 
versatile in cultivation, and grow 
well as “slab plants” tied to a 
suitable substrate such as cork 
slabs or treefern fibre. Oncidiums 
make excellent landscape plants 
tied to suitable trees that retain 
their bark and allow the roots a 
secure foothold. Trees such as 
paperbarks, banksias, frangipanis 
and jacarandas are ideal. Such 
low maintenance cultivation 
permits unimpeded development 
of the root system, and allows for 
quick drying after watering. An 
extensive roots system will 
quickly develop as the roots 
actively seek out moisture. Then 
you can almost forget them as 
they fend for themselves! They 
prefer bright light but need 
protection from direct sun through the hot summer months. 

Most orchid growers cultivate them in pots essentially for 
portability. They prefer a bark or coconut-chip based medium 
(with a bit of perlite for aeration) in relatively small pots — the 
size that comfortably accommodates the root system. 

Some easily grown and readily available species include 
Oncidium excavatum, O. flexuosum, O. leucochilum, O. sphacelatum 
and the classic Brazilian native O. varicosum — one of the 
species behind O. Palmyre ‘Lynette’. A couple of brown- 
flowered species that are a little more challenging to grow 
include Oncidium crispum and the related Oncidium enderianum. 


Oncidium 
(Space Lustre x 
Wildwood) 
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The bullet-proof hybrid Oncidium Gower Ramsey would be 
arguably one of the most popular varieties grown for the cut 
flower market. This is a very vigorous hybrid with its breeding 
background only involving three common and hardy species. 
It is half Oncidium sphacelatum with a quarter each of Oncidium 
varicosum and Oncidium flexuosum. The hybrid vigour this 
hybrid possesses makes it suitable for a wide range of climates 
from cool temperate to tropical. It will even take temperatures 
at or below the frost level as long as the plants are dry and in 
a protected position. No orchid likes direct frost! 

The typical form of this compact 
hybrid has a bright yellow skirt or 
labellum with the petals and 
sepals barred in brown and darker 
yellow, yet there are pure yellow 
as well as orange forms that have 
been propagated by tissue culture. 
As a bonus, mature plants have 
the ability to bloom a couple 
of times a year — making it 
an attractive addition to 
the miscellaneous or eclectic 
plant collection. 

Another wonderful and famous 
hybrid is Oncidium Sharry Baby. It 
produces upright spikes of 
numerous glossy purple and 
white flowers that last for ages. 
But the real bonusis the perfume... 
the flowers smell like chocolate! 
I know many people grow this for 
the fragrance alone. An improved 
hybrid gaining in popularity is 

-Oncidium Heaven Scent. 

Oncidium sotoanum was 
previously well-known as 
Oncidium ornithorhynchum and is a 
‘winter «flowering miniature 

species from Mexico. It has heavily 
branched and pendent spikes of 
two-tone pink flowers, which smell of sweet vanilla. It prefers 
a shadier aspect and more frequent watering than most other 
oncidiums. The floriferous hybrid O. Twinkle is derived from 
this species and comes in white, cream and red shades. 

A number of specialist orchid nurseries sell a range of these 
dancing lady orchids and are also available at the various 
Orchid Fairs held around the country. | 

David Banks 

Hills District Orchids 

Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
www.hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Oncidium excavatum 


-Oncidium Palmyre 
‘Lynette’ 


Oncidium Gower Ramsey 
‘Lemon Heart’ 


Oncidium enderianum 
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Oncidium Heaven Scent — 
‘Redolence’ 


one a " 
Oncidium sotoanum i 


Oncidium Heaven Scent 
‘Redolence’ 


Oncidium Sharry Baby 
‘Sweet Fragrance’ 
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Oncidium crispum “ 
—— _ Oncidium © 
Sweet Sugar 


Laelia tenebrosa 

‘Rainforest’ 

FCC/AOS 

(plant Ted & Barbara Gregory, 
photo D.P. Banks) 


by David Banks and Ray Clement 


FP the genus Laelia, from tropical America, is a very 

Hi fashionable group of easily grown, showy and colourful 
orchids. These Cattleya relatives are generally lithophytic, 
although there are a number of epiphytic species. They also 
differ from that genus by having eight pollinia (Cattleya only 
have four). They are mostly unifoliate, but there are a few 
species with two leaves, known as bifoliate. Most species 
require bright, warm and moist conditions during summer, 
whilst the plants are in active growth, and a cooler, dry 
winter, when most species are dormant. Cultivated plants 
must have unimpeded drainage, and can be mounted or 
grown in pots using a coarse bark-based medium. 

Some taxonomists have moved some of the larger Laelias 
into the genus Cattleya, but this has not found widespread 
acceptance, especially with orchid growers who are fastly 
tiring of constantly changing the names of their plants. 
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Laelia tenebrosa is a Brazilian species that has a growth habit 
similar to the well-known Laelia purpurata but is not as 
commonly seen in cultivation. According to Carl Withner, in 
his volume on Laelia species in the series The Cattleyas and 
Their Relatives, it is still a very scarce orchid in the wild, and 
for many years was also lost to cultivation. 

This is also a large summer-flowered species, with up to 
three, 200mm blooms (but often smaller). The petals and 
sepals are bronze, with a coppery hue and a labellum that is 
white with very heavy purple staining and veining. Withner 
also includes a reproduction of a painting depicting a rare 
colour form with yellow/gold tepals contrasting with the 
purple tubular labellum. This colour form (under the name 
of var. aurea) is now available through Sunset Valley Orchids 
that show two different examples on their website. 
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There is some variation within the various 
plants seen in cultivation. Some 25 or so years 
ago, a number of mericlone flasks came into 
Australia from the USA and were sold through 
some of the larger local orchid nurseries of the 
day. These were of the cultivar ‘Rainforest’ 
that was awarded a First Class Certificate from 
the American Orchid Society, in Philadelphia, 
USA back in 1982. 

These mericlones bloomed and were very 
nice, but none had the flower size of the 
original awarded plant. About two decades 
ago, an original division of this orchid was 
imported into Australia. Not long after a piece 
made its way to the elite collection of master 
growers, Ted and Barbara Gregory, now of 
Nabiac NSW. 

Ted and Barb are wonderful gardeners and 
orchid growers, and this plant thrived under 
their care. In early 2014, the plant including 
pseudobulb and leaf was 900mm tall and with 
heaps of vigour. Their plant of Laelia tenebrosa 
‘Rainforest’ FCC/AOS 1982 had three richly 
coloured blooms that were a massive 200mm 
across (8 inches!). It is simply the finest form 
of this choice Brazilian species that we have 
seen. As noted above, this being a division of 
the original FCC clone (not a mericlone) that 
is rarely seen in Australia - yet many inferior 
plants carry this cultivar name. 


Above: Laelia tenebrosa ‘Rainforest’ FCC/AOS, showing labellum detail (photo D.P. Banks) 


Below: Laelia tenebrosa ‘Rainforest’ FCC/AOS, 200mm across petals (photo D.P. Banks) 


Above: Laelia tenebrosa ‘Rainforest’ FCC/AOS, labellum in profile (photo D.P. Banks) 
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The only person we know that is actively line-breeding and 
marketing this species is Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids, 
in California USA. He is using mainly tetraploid (4n) forms of 
the species, as well as the rare and outstanding colour phase 
that he is calling “var. aurea”. Flasks of some of these and 
similar high quality species cattleyas are being imported into 
Australia, some being sold as seedlings through Rosella 
Orchids. They have been advertising the Laelia tenebrosa 
sibling cross of ‘Maria Fumacia’ x ‘Kathleen’ on their website. 

This flamboyant Brazilian species is well worth the place in 
any serious orchid collection, simply for its size, colour and 
long-lasting blooms produced through mid summer. ag 

David Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Ray Clement 
Tinonee, NSW 
Email: orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 


Left: 


‘Kathleen’ 
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Laelia tenebrosa 


(plant Sunset 


Valley Orchids, 


photo Fred Clarke) 


Laelia tenebrosa 


photo Fred Clarke) 


Left: Above: Laelia tenebrosa‘Mondrook’ 


Laelia tenebrosa (plant Tinonee Orchids, photo D.P. Banks) 
‘Mondrook’ 

(plant Tinonee Orchids, 

photo D.P. Banks) Below: Laelia tenebrosa ‘None darker’ 


(plant Sunset Valley Orchids, photo Fred Clarke) 


Right: 


‘SVO Beauty’ 
(plant Sunset 
Valley Orchids, 
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Above: 

Laelia tenebrosa 

; ‘An’ 

: Right: /aA (plant Sunset Valley Orchids, 
Laelia tenebrosa a | photo D.P. Banks) 


var. aurea |e 
a { Below: 
fe pire! \ | << 4a Laeliatenebrosa 
Nog seen er j var. aurea 
photo Fred Clarke) \ ‘ > 6 > | y j spectacular 
4 “iy a; / (plant Sunset Valley Orchids, 
photo Fred Clarke) 


Left: 

Laelia tenebrosa 
var. aurea 

(plant Sunset 
Valley Orchids, 
photo Fred Clarke) 
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Dendrobium (fleckeri x adae) 
Natural hybrid 
(MH) 


Text and photos by Michael Harrison and David Banks 


he mountain peaks and plateaux of the Wet Tropics in far 

North Queensland, on and around the limits of the 
Atherton Tableland, are home to a unique and interesting 
array of endemic epiphytic orchids. Two of these orchids, 
Dendrobium fleckeri and Dendrobium adae, are closely related 
but distinct species with overlapping patterns of altitudinal 
distribution. These plants are not subject to the constant heat 
and humidity of the nearby tropical lowlands. 

Dendrobium fleckeri rarely occurs below 1000 metres, 
whereas Dendrobium adae extends down to about 700 metres. 
This tolerance of lower elevations makes Dendrobium adae 
a more common species with a much wider distribution. 
Both species extend to at least 1500 metres, although 
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Dendrobium fleckeri becomes more common at these higher 
elevations. Interestingly, both grow on Queensland’s highest 
peaks: Mount Bartle Frere (1600m) and Bellenden Ker 
(1557m). Both mostly grow on rainforest and cloud forest 
trees, on the main trunk or main laterals, but on large boulders 
and rocky outcrops they will grow as lithophytes. 

Past reports have suggested that Dendrobium fleckeri and 
Dendrobium adae inhabit separate altitudinal zones, with 
Dendrobium adae occurring between 700 and 1000 metres, 
and Dendrobium fleckeri between 1000 and 1600 metres. But 
our recent observations show that Dendrobium adae also 
occurs up to at least 1210 metres, and grows side by side with 
Dendrobium fleckeri in some places. 
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Whilst Dendrobium  fleckeri and 
Dendrobium adae are certainly sympatric 
species above around 1000 metres, their 
flowering times do not coincide. 
Dendrobium adae flowers in August- 
September, and Dendrobium fleckeri in 
October-November. Dendrobium fleckeri 
produces greenish orange to bright 
burnt orange flowers, with a distinctly 
‘V’ shaped, blunt labellum midlobe, the 
margins covered in prominent white 
hairs. Dendrobium adae is more variable 
in colour, ranging from white, through 
cream, creamy green or yellow, to 
apricot, and often the lateral petals 
are paler than the sepals. Some forms 
even have purple-brown speckling on 
the backs of the segments. See the 
article “Unusual Colour Form of 
Dendrobium adae” by David Banks in the 
October-November 2013 issue of the 
AOR. (78:5 pgs. 28-33). The labellum 
midlobe in Dendrobium adae is white, 
more open, rounded, cordate. 
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Dendrobium adae 
(MH) — 


Vegetatively, the two species are 
practically indistinguishable, although 
Dendrobium adae tends to produce 
slightly longer, narrower leaves, which 
are more lustrous and shiny than the 
duller leaves on Dendrobium fleckeri. 
Dendrobium fleckeri also tends to have 
straighter pseudobulbs and only two or 
three leaves. 

For comparison, we show a 
photograph of the related species 
Dendrobium finniganense that is restricted 
to the peaks of Mount Finnigan (1124m), 
Mount Pieter Botte (1009m) and 
Thornton Peak (1338m). This 
uncommon and seldom-seen species 
was described in 1992. 
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Natural Hybrid 


On a recent trip to North Queensland in 2013, the 
authors made a couple of visits to a highland area where 
Dendrobium fleckeri and Dendrobium adae grow together 
at around 1200 metres. This was on the Mount Carbine 
Tableland, part of the Main Coast Range. We observed in 
flower, and photographed an interesting orchid, which we 
believe is a natural hybrid between these two species. This 
was avery impressive and unexpected find! To our knowledge, 
such a natural hybrid has not been previously reported, nor 
have we ever heard of this hybrid being created artificially 
in cultivation. 

The plant in question was still a relatively young one, 
growing on the main trunk of a moss-covered rainforest tree. 
It carried 8 or 9 pseudobulbs, the tallest of which was 30 cm. 
Only a single inflorescence of 2 flowers was present. The 
flowers were more or less intermediate between the two 
presumed parent species. The lip shape tended more to 
Dendrobium adae, but the overall floral shape looked more like 
Dendrobium fleckert. The colour of the flowers was a soft, 
creamy bronze/orange. The plant was in bloom in November. 
Nearby were numerous flowering plants of Dendrobium 
fleckeri, but the Dendrobium adae had long since finished. In an 
area closeby we also found an orchid which we believe could 
be a new Bulbophyllum species. 

Presumably, an out of season flowering of one of the parent 
species has been responsible for this natural hybrid. This is 
probably not such an unusual occurrence, as the flowering 
seasons are not widely separated, and there are often stray 
early and late flowering examples within a given population. 


Dendrobium (fleckeri x adae) 
Natural hybrid 
(MH) 
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Sucha hybrid suggests that the pollinators for both Dendrobium 

fleckeri and Dendrobium adae are perhaps the same. It is 

indeed surprising that we have not heard of this natural 
hybrid before. 

Michael Harrison 

North Wilberforce, NSW 

Email: mwharrison@ozemail.com.au 


David Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Dendrobium (fleckeri x adae) 
Natural hybrid showing 

the labellum detail 

(MH) 
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ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid Species 
Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A 
(Yellow Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 
through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 
and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B 
(Blue Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 
flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 
and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 
whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 
and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. 
Periodic feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular feeding 
2g in 5 litres of water. 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 


Orchids (02) 91507985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies 
(02) 6241 7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. 
QLD: Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & AT. 
Searle (07) 5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 
A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 — Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
PO. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 
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Dendrobium finniganense 
(DPB) 
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Gramimakoponyl 


by Jim Cootes and George Tiong 


'ome of the grandest, and largest growing of all orchid 

species, belong to the genus Grammatophyllum. These 
are plants of the tropical lowlands, and are not usually found 
at elevations above 800 to 1,000 metres. The one definitive 
feature that separates Grammatophyllum, from other 
members of the tribe Cymbidieae, is the presence of several 
flowers at the proximal end of the rachis, which have only 
four floral segments, and are usually without a labellum, 
hence are often called aberrant flowers. Another characteristic 
of these plants is the root system, which consists of two types 
of roots. The first type is the normal roots which attach the 
plant to its host. The other kind of roots is upright, branching 
and wiry, forming a trap to catch falling leaves and other 
debris. The root system of these species can become very large 
and they frequently house colonies of aggressive, biting ants 
and other types of insects. 

The genus Grammatophyllum was named by Dr. Carl 
Blume in 1825, in his monumental work entitled Bijdragen 
tot de Flora van Nederlandsch Indie. The type species for the 
genus is Grammatophyllum speciosum. There are twelve 
species in the genus, with eight of them being found in the 
Philippines. The generic name refers to 
the marking on the floral segments, 
which in some cases appear to resemble 
letters written on a page. (JC) 

There are two sections in the genus: 
Grammatophyllum for the species with 
the long (up to 3 m), cylindrical 
pseudobulbs, or more correctly stems, 
which are leafy for much of their length; 
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and Gabertia for those species having distinctly conventional 
pseudobulbs, which are topped with up to 5 lanceolate to 
oblong shaped leaves. The two most widely distributed species 
in the genus appear to be Grammatophyllum scriptum and 
Grammatophyllum speciosum. 


Section Gabertia Gaudichaud-Beaupré 


Grammatophyllum scriptum (Linnaeus) Blume has a 
comparatively smaller growth habit, but it is still a sizeable 
plant, reaching heights of about 75 cm. The upright 
pseudobulbs measure up to 25 cm long by 7 cm wide, and are 
ovoid in shape and laterally compressed in cross-section. The 
arching inflorescences can be over 1.5 metres in length, 
bearing many perfumed blooms, each about 5 to 7 cm in 
diameter. The base colour of the segments is yellowish green, 
with varying degrees of blotches of dark brown. This species 
has been recorded from the southern provinces of Mindanao 
in the Philippines, Sulawesi, the Moluccas, New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, and east to Fiji. 


Grammatophyllum scriptum 
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Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 
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Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available 
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Grammatophyllum measuresianum Weathers differs from This species is also recorded from Sabah in Borneo, and in the 
the other members of section Gabertia, inthat the base colour _ Philippines in the southern Luzon provinces of Cavite and 
of the blooms are greenish-white, with large black blotches. Batangas, and the islands of Mindoro and Palawan. 

The apex of the sepals and petals has a solid blotch of black. 
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Grammatophyllum measuresianum 


Grammatophyllum multiflorum Lindley and its variety 
tigrinum Lindley, and form citrinum Tiu, have been recorded 
from the south and south-east of the main Philippine island 
of Luzon, the island of Leyte in the Visayan Sea, and the 
island province of Mindoro. Surprisingly this species has not 
been recorded from the large island of Mindanao in the 
southern Philippines. These are large sized plants and grow as 
epiphytes from sea level up to about 500 metres elevation. 

Plants of Grammatophyllum multiflorum, its variety 
tigrinum, and form citrinum, have large pseudobulbs, which 
are up to 20 cm tall by 6 cm in diameter. There are up to 
4 oblanceolate leaves, to 50 cm long by 6 cm wide, topping 
each pseudobulb. The inflorescence can reach more than 
1.3 metres in length and bear around 70 to 100 flowers that 
are about 4.5 cm in diameter each. The base colour of the 
flowers is olive green, marked in varying degrees with dark 
brown. The labellum is of similar colour with a white central 
patch running most of the length. 


Grammatophyllum multiflorum 
(JV) 


There are two colour forms of this species. Grammatophyllum 
multiflorum fma. citrinum is the form lacking the anthocyanins 
that produce the brown markings on the floral segments. 
In other words the flowers are a beautiful, bright apple green 
in colour. This magnificent colour form is only known from 
the province of Albay in southern Luzon. Grammatophyllum 
multiflorum var. tigrinum is more difficult to separate from 
the nominate species, because the main difference is in the 
larger size of the blotches on the sepals and petals. This colour 
form is also recorded from southern Luzon, and the Visayan 
Sea islands of Leyte and Samar. 

We were recently sent a picture of a peloric form of 
Grammatophyllum multiflorum, where the petals are of a 
similar shape and colouras the labellum. Pelorism is extremely 
rare in Grammatophyllum, and as far as we know, this plant 
is unique. 
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WOODBURN ORCHID SOCIETY INC. 


is proud to present 


“THE BASICS OF UNDERSTANDING 
ORCHIDS” 


on Saturday 26" and Sunday 27" April, 2014 (8:00 am. start both days) 


at the WOODBURN MEMORIAL HALL 
Pacific Highway, Woodburn, N.S.W. (by the mighty Richmond River!) 


Fee: $30.00 per person, includes Sausage Sizzle/Salad Lunch both days 


Early registrations are desirable and will be accepted until March 1, 2014. 
Registration Forms and further details available from Easy Orchids, (02) 6682 2635 


Beginners and Experienced Growers alike will benefit from this event. 
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Grammatophyllum martae Quisumbing 
ex Valmayor & Tiu is a most stunning 
species, with its large flowers; coloured 
olive green dominated by huge warm 
brown blotches, which number up to 80, 
and are produced on a long inflorescence 
often reaching 2 metres in length. The 
plant is also quite large, with pseudobulbs 
reaching 22 cm tall, and it is quite possible 
that this species is a tetraploid form of 
Grammatophyllum  multiflorum. This 
species is only known from the central 
Philippine island province of Negros, 
growing as an epiphyte at elevations up to 
300 metres. 


Grammatophyllum martae 
(JC) 
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Grammatophyllum ravanii Tiu is a very recent addition to each about 5.5 cm across. The tepals are coloured yellowish- 


the Philippine orchid flora, being described only in 2009. This green, with numerous smallish brown markings. This is a rare 
is a smaller plant, with ovate-shaped pseudobulbs reaching plant, and is known only from the island of Mindoro, growing 
16 cm long by 6 cm in diameter. The inflorescences are at elevations of about 560 metres. 

upright, and bear numerous attractive, well-spaced flowers, 
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Section Grammatophyllum Blume 


Grammatophyllum speciosum Blume is a true giant of the 
orchid world. The cylindrical pseudobulbs can reach lengths 
of 3 metres (up to 7 metres has been recorded) and are about 
> cm in diameter. The leaves are linear, reaching lengths of 
60 cm by 2 cm in width. The inflorescences are upright, being 
almost 2 metres in length, and carry up to 100 flowers on the 
upper third. As indicated by its specific epithet, the flowers 
are most attractive, with each bloom measuring up to 10 cm 
across. The tepals are coloured yellow or cream, with 
numerous maroon spots, while the labellum is 3-lobed and 


Grammatophyllum speciosum 
(JC) 


small. There are records of this plant weighing more than one 
tonne. It usually grows high in old, forest trees, where it 
usually takes up a place in the first fork of the trunk. We have 
recently seen pictures ofa pure yellow form of this magnificent 
species, which was photographed in Peninsular Malaysia. 
This wonderful species is widely spread throughout Myanmar, 
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, 
Sumatra,/Java, Sulawesi, Papua & New Guinea, Bangka and 
the Riau Archipelago. In the Philippines, this plant is also 
commonly seen in many parts of the archipelago; however, it 
is not clear whether they actually occur in the wild. 
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Grammatophyllum wallisii Reichenbach f. is endemic to 
the Philippines (occurring in no other country) and could be 
considered to be the sister species of Grammatophyllum 
speciosum. It does not get quite as big as Grammatophyllum 
speciosum, with the pseudobulbs reaching 2 metres in length. 
The flowers are very differently coloured, with the sepals and 
petals having a base colour of ivory white, covered with deep 
maroon (almost black) spots. The labellum is maroon, with 
white/pink ridges. é 

Because Grammatophyllum species are from a tropical, 
lowland climate, we seldom see them in private collections in 


- 


Grammatophyllum wallisii poem of{-8 
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cooler climates, mainly because of the levels of warmth and 
humidity required, especially in the winter months, to keep 
the plant healthy. In their natural habitat Grammatophyllum 
species usually grow in very brightly lit situations, and 
frequently in full sun. Plants are frequently seen growing on 
the trunks of coconut palms in provincial areas, and many 
plants can be observed growing and flowering in gardens. For 
those orchid lovers who are fortunate enough to travel to 
tropical destinations, such as Singapore or the Philippines, an 
encounter with these magnificent plants, in flower, is an 
experience that won’t be quickly forgotten. 
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Too Close For Comfort 


Text and photos by Alan W. Stephenson 


ust prior to the 2013 St. Ives Orchid Fair I was contacted 

by Robert and Lesley Gunn and Don and Jane Higgs of 
NOSSA whom I had briefly met in Adelaide in March 2012. 
They were on a trip away and would be attending the St. Ives 
Orchid Fair. Following this, they would be travelling home 
via the Princes Highway and indicated their wish to see some 
Shoalhaven native orchids. They managed to say hello at the 
Fair and we met in Nowra a few days later. 

Following the email and 
after arranging a date for our 
meeting I thought it best to 
reconnoitre some areas to 
ensure their time was well 
used and this was done the 
day before I met them at 
St. Ives. This lead to the title 
of this article. 

One of the areas I checked 
was power line easement at 
West Nowra which is the best 
area I have ever seen for 
Glossodia minor but Glossodia 
major is also thick on the 
ground. Other species are 
Cyanicula caerulea (Caladenia 
caerulea), Petalochilus carneus 
(Caladenia carnea), Petalochilus 
alatus, (Caladenia alata), 
Petalochilus fuscatus (Caladenia 
fuscata), Diuris maculata, 
Thelymitra nuda, Thelymitra 
carnea, Thelymitra ixioides and 
their hybrid Thelymitra xX 
irregularis. A month later 
Diuris sulphurea, Diuris aurea 
are blooming in situ and later 
still Prasophyllum elatum. All 
of the preceding fall into the 
common or not uncommon 
category but one species I had 
not seen in that area of 150m 
x 500 m was the Critically 
Endangered Speculantha 
vernalis (Pterostylis sp. aff. 
parviflora Flatrock Creek, 
reclassified by Gary Backhouse 
in 2010 as Pterostylis vernalis). 
It is known from nearby areas and is endemic to the 
Shoalhaven but not in this immediate area. 

However, and remember there is always a however, orchids 
frequently fail to follow the directions. It was this 
unpredictability which caused me some joy and angst at the 
same time. The joy was that I had stumbled upon rosettes and 
a few buds of Speculantha vernalis and the angst was the 
recognition that new concrete power poles were in the 
process of being introduced to replace the old wooden poles. 


56 


I immediately marked the plants with red flagging tape and 
proceedéd to do a brief survey to determine the extent of this 
population. This became a 30 m x 30 m square and the 
boundaries were similarly marked. I immediately called the 
OEH Office, which is two kilometres up the road and within 
thirty minutes a representative of Endeavour Energy was on 
hand to photograph the plants in order for the work to 
hopefully work around them without damage. I had met this 
representative a few months 
prior with regard to a similar 
situation concerning 
Genoplesium baueri and he and 
the OEH people had 
co-operated well. 

I noted several vehicle 
tracks through the small site 
and reverting to diplomatic 
mode, I mentioned the lack of 
necessity for vehicles to access 
the site through this area as a 
more driveable access to the 
power line was available on 
the far side of the power lines. 
The representative was 
amenable to this and within 
two days a star picked 
boundary with bright red 
plastic triangles decorating 
the ropes was highly visible. 
My own flagging tape 
remained in place on the 
other side of the site and since 
then no vehicles have entered 
the site. Whilst still in 
diplomatic mode I thought it 
best to retain his co-operation 
by not mentioning the 
extremely severe penalties for 
knowingly destroying an 
endangered species. The 
penalty for a corporation runs 
to many millions of dollars, 
whereas an individual can get 
off lightly with a fine less than 
one million dollars. 

In the days after the South 
Australian group had been 
and gone I made a point of counting the total number of 
plants, as by the time the group had arrived several plants had 
produced flowers and numerous more would be produced 
until, the end of September. This information has been 
forwarded to the local OEH office indicating the precise 
location in order for the population to be entered on to the 
NSW Wildlife Atlas. The rosette total numbered 65 with 32 
flowering plants thus far. This is a most important feature, 
for if this is not done, plants may be lost because of a 


Pterostylis vernalis 


_ (Speculantha vernalis) 
: in bloom 260813 
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lack of information provided. Something which I feel is an 
avoidable tragedy. 

A few days after the South Australian group had gone I 
took Neil Anderton, Geelong ANOS President to the same 
power lines only to find more plants of Spec. vernalis, 80 
metres down the slope from the first population and at this 
point I should say, this is where the however comes into play. 
The second site is a continuation of the habitat of the first site 
which is thin soil over rock shelf and typical habitat for the 
species. It is also quite wet as per the first site but much wetter 
than any other known site for this species. 

The power line under renewal is sited on mostly flattish 
ground but drops to the wet rock shelf at the orchid site and 
a trench had been dug to divert water from the pole installation. 
This drainage trench is being filled as poles are replaced and 
despite my lack of qualifications in the geotechnical field, I do 
not expect any adverse hydrological effects from this work, as 
the orchid site will maintain its water content due to the rock 
shelf acting as a collection point which will only release excess 
water at a slow rate. A second location diagram has also been 
forwarded to the local OEH office. 


Pterostylis vernalis” 
(Speculantha vernalis) 
rosettes of Lots 
non-flowering plants . 


‘ ms 


The only downside to this event is the disappearance of five 
plants of as yet unnamed August flowering Prasophyllum 
species, although this group failed to present in 2012. The 
section of the site where the five occurred has been used as 
an access point for all manner of heavy vehicles, with the low, 
sparse heath flattened and the soil compacted over the 50 m 
x 50 m area where the orchids were originally located. 
Perhaps at some time in the future, hopefully before I am too 
old to check, these plants will again be seen in flower. 

It was “Too Close For Comfort” and either good luck or 
favourable karma to note the plants. Nonetheless this critically 
endangered species now has had an addition to the overall 
total and through contacting the right people at the right 
time, Iam sure that no damage to the population has resulted 
from the current work. I am as confident as I can be, that no 
damage to the site will be effected from any work proposed 
for the future. | 

Alan W. Stephenson 
Conservation Director 
Australian Orchid Council 
Email: affine@tpg.com.au 
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STARTING OUT WITH ORCHIDS 
A by David L. Jones 


David Jones is arguably one of Australia’s most prolific, precise and 
respected botanical and horticultural authors. The book is divided in 
two parts. Part One begins with the cultivation chapters,-covering 
) Easy Orchids for Beginners, General Cultivation Requirements, 
Growing Epiphytic Orchids, Growing Terrestrial Orchids, Orchid 
Pests and Diseases, Housing Your Orchids and Propagating Your 
Orchids. The information contained within these pages alone is 
required reading for all beginners through to experienced orchid 
growers. The text is very easy to read and understand with numerous 
1 sound cultivation tips and treatments discussed. There are many 
excellent and clear line illustrations that help describe terms or 
highlight diagnostic features. There are over 250 colour photographs. 


Part Two discusses the orchids themselves with concise information on each species. They are grouped 
primarily according to climatic requirements, starting with cool growing orchids progressing to the warm 
growers, in alphabetical sequence first with terrestrial genera, followed by the epiphytes. Both Australian 
and exotic species are treated together. For each entry there is specific detailed information on each 
species, as well as a simple table giving the basic cultivation needs and flowering season. A glossary is 


also included to explain unfamiliar terms. 
240 pages, colour, IR DIKCQUNTPRICE $426.25... 
was 52995 RRP (Incl. GST) tus postage avo HavouNs 


210mm x 148mm. 
ORCHID SPECIES OF THE 


Softcover. 
SHOALHAVEN: NSW Australia 
by Alan W. Stephenson 


Alan Stephenson lives in Nowra and is well placed to 
give the first botanical treatment of the native orchids 
of the Shoalhaven region. He has extended the 
distribution ranges of a number of uncommon and 
rare species, as well as discovering new taxa. This 68 
page book is packed with both information and 
superb photography, almost exclusively taken by the 
author. All of the recorded orchid species native to the 
region are included and illustrated. 


The introductory chapters discuss the area covered by 
this book, the structure of the orchid plants, their 
natural habitats, parts of an orchid flower, orchid structure and the pollination of 
orchids. This is followed by the main section of the book that alphabetically lists 
and discusses each species, with information such as Common Names, Recent 
Synonyms, Flowering Time in the wild, plus a brief description of the plant, flowers 
and preferred habitat. There are many terrestrial species fully covered as well as a 
des of epiphytic and lithophytic genera that are found in the area. 


The quality of the printing and colour reproductions are sparking. This is a 
wonderful field guide that will aid even the most novice naturalist or native orchid 
enthusiast and confidently assist them in identifying examples they encounter in the 
field. It represents excellent value, as it also covers many species found naturally 


along the East Coast of New South Wales. 
$419.95... 
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Softcover. 

ORCHIDS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

rat Andrew Brown, Pat Dundas, 
ingsley Dixon & Stephen Hopper 


Written by three of Western Australia’s most prominent orchidologists and 
featuring over 200 full-page, colour illustrations by renowned botanical artist 
Pat Dundas, Orchids of Western Australia is the first modern text cataloguing all 
409 known species. 


This comprehensive resource for hardened enthusiasts and initiates alike 
features a wealth of information in a single volume - from a detailed |e¢ 
introduction to WA orchids to information on each species, including who |* 
named them, where they were first collected, their habitat, distribution, flowering 
period, size and distinguishing features. This book is the culmination of decades 
of work by WAss foremost experts, each dedicated to the conservation of one of 
the world's most important regional orchid floras. 


Orchids 


<iateteesmm, __URDIDINTRE $454... 
Hardcover. was $89(95 RRP (Incl. GST) r.us postase avo Haiouns 
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The publishers of the 
Australian Orchid Review 
are pleased to offer readers popular 
orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the book(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
they become available. 
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| ORCHIDS IN 
YOUR GARDEN 


MAE ip in| How to grow orchids in 
“ie G the backyard 
wee by Robert Friend 


It sounds too good to be true, but orchids are 
| as easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a 
bed of roses. Despite their exotic reputation, 
the everyday gardener can grow orchids 
é 4 >| without special pots or greenhouses. 

4 


| The book shows you haw to introduce orchids 
into the garden, by attaching them to trees, 
Ca PF A } fixing them on rocks and walls, or planting 

: ROBERT FRIED BI them in garden beds. With more than 150,000 
species and hybrids of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for every garden. 


How to grow orchids 
inthe 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime’s experience with orchids to explain how to 
choose the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different 
* types of gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages 
to small courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of 


OURDISCOUNTPRICE $u1995.,. 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


nature’s wonders. 


144 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 


was $2250 RRP (Incl. GST) 


THE ALLURE OF ORCHIDS 
by Mark A. Clements 


From 1788 when First Fleet artist George Raper painted Diuris 
punctata, the botanical world has been tbenaes by Australian 
orchids, Hundreds of orchid images from the National Library of 
Australia’s collection, with words by Mark Clements from the 
Australian National Herbarium in Canberra, make The Allure of 
Orchids a must-read for lovers of flowers, original paintings and our 
indigenous orchids. Many of these unique botanical illustrations are 
being showcased to a wider angen the very first time. 

The Allure of Orchids features an essay by internationally recognised 
orchid expert Mark Clements, accompanied by a vortao of é . 
illustrations, both historical and modern, of this alluring species. In it you will find works by around 25 
artists, including the extraordinarily detailed lithographs of early botanical illustrator Ferdinand Bower, 
Ellis Rowan’s beautiful paintings, the delicate talents of Margaret Cochrane Scott, and many more. 
The Allure of Orchids is divided into two parts; Terrestrial or ground orchids and Epiphytic or tree dwellin 
species. Clements says, “These illustrations can be fas simply as works of art and part of our Beh 
and colourful Australian illustrative heritage. But, significantly, they are also part of the scientific record 
of this country, particularly during the early exploration of the continent.” 

Interestingly, a lot of the old and traditional Latin botanical names have been used in this work. 
The author makes a significant number of anecdotal notes and comments throughout the book, to keep 
the reader fully informed. It is a “must have” book for those interested in Australian orchids and historical 


Fe QURDICOUNTPRICE $,34.95.,. 


159 pages, colour. 
was $39199 RRP (Incl. GST) ws rostace ano Havoue 


284mm x 233mm. 
Hardcover. 
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ORCHID: 
THE FATAL ATTRACTION 


by Anne Ronse 


The subject of orchids is one close to the 
heart of many floral designers. some feel 
it’s a privilege to ith these flowers 


mder how many 

4 ’ | investigate the 
tt mga rather than just 
ov ee em. The text by Dr Anne 
PFS informative and enthusiastic and 
ne photography is superlative! It’s so good 
that the flowers literally drip off the pages 
capturing the imagination and the heart. If 
eum you want something special, are addicted 
to orchids and want to luxuriate in glorious 


OURDISCOUNTPRICE $x59.25.., 


was § (0 RRP (Incl. GST) Plus rostase avo HANDLING 


text and images; this is the book 
for you. 

142 pages. 

Colour. Hardcover. 


HUNTLEYAS AND 
RELATED ORCHIDS 
| by Patricia A. Harding 


} Revered by avid orchid collectors for its 
1) delightful, star-shaped flowers, Huntleya is 
a small group of orchids found low in the 
forest. Huntleya is a small orchid genus 
that includes fourteen species. They occur 
] in wet cloud forests at medium altitudes of 
| Guatemala, Costa Rica, South America 
| down to Bolivia. The type species Huntleya 
"] meleagris also occurs in Trinidad. Besides 
their striking colours — from deep blue to 
waxy red, royal purple to almost black — 
flowers of this group are known for their 
distinctive shapes, patterns, and textures. 
As appealing as these lovely tropical 
orchids are, their identification has been 
confused since the first species was described in the mid-1800s. Recent DNA 
studies have led to a clearer understanding of relationships and, as a result of 
this clarity, it is now possible to sort out the taxonomic problems and identify the 
characteristics that set species apart. In this first book devoted to the Huntleya 
alliance, author Patricia Harding presents evidence from the scientific literature, 
other growers, and her own experience that will enable orchid enthusiasts 
everywhere to identify their plants and grow them successfully. Patricia A. Harding 
is an accredited American Orchid Society judge who has been growing 
and photographing orchids for 


2e0 pooee, 150 colour OURDKCOUNTPRGE $144.9. 


260 pages, 
was $85.00 RRP (Incl. GST) Pus rostace ano HANDLING 


photos. Hardcover. 
LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
by A.F.W. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should 
fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up 
the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on 
inheritance and genetics that will benefit any 
hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your 
hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of 
Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed 
it posthumously. He -has a background in genetics, research and botany, 


cecevocis "MAN OUNTERCE S450, 


especially orchids. 
was $28155 RRP (Incl. GST) tus postaGe avo HANDLING 


Lycaste 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. FE. W. Alcorn 


237 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 
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THE WORLD OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids — 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people 
for their time and effort. 


| It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to 
try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of 
culture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers should try any changes to their own 
culture gradually and on a few plants first, as orchids respond differently under 


different conditions. 
nae QURDISCOUNTPRIE $19.30... 
was 1090 RRP (Inc GST) tus rostace ano wanoune 


1 ANGRAECOID ORCHIDS: 
Species from the African Region 
by Joyce Stewart, 


Johan Hermans, 
and Bob Campbell 


These so-called Jewels of Africa’ with their 
sparkling flowers, distinctive growth habit 
and floriferous nature are much prized and 
this account, the first to include the 
Angraecoid orchids of both Africa and 
Madagascar, is long awaited. It brings 
together, in a single volume, descriptions of 
all 690 species in this intriguing group of 
orchids and will be the essential reference 
for all Angraecoid orchid enthusiasts for 
years to come. Including such horticulturally 
important genera as Angraecum, Aeranthes, Aerangis and Jumellea. Stewart, 
Herman and Campbell have all spent time in various parts of eastern and 
southern Africa and precise ecological information relating to habitat, altitude 
preferences and flowering season of individual plants will be particularly helpful 
to growers. The diagnostic features of each genus are illustrated and over half 
the species are accompanied by exquisite photographs taken in both wild 


habitats and in cultivation. 
OURDKCOUMTPRCE $459... 
was 989095 RRP (Incl. GST) _ptus postace avo HaNouNs 


VDA N! MASDEVALLIAS: 
, "| Gems of the Orchid World 


| ff by Mary E. Gerritsen and 
Ron Parsons 


For the species orchid enthusiast, cool to 
intermediate orchid grower, or anyone simply 
“mad about Masdevallias,” this is a first complete 
reference to these collectible new world orchids. 
An inspiring tribute to their beauty and a practical 
guide to their care, the book offers detailed advice 
on all aspects of culture. For those enthusiasts who 
are up to a challenge, chapters on propagating, 
showing, and registering Masdevallias are also 
included. Ron Parsons is one of the finest nature photographers in the world and 
has an encyclopaedic knowledge of species orchids, with the genus Masdevallia 


being one of his favourites. 
300 pages, 

QURDISCOUIT PRE 5449.75. 
was 569195. RRP (Incl. GST) Plus postage ano HaNDUNG 


149 colour photos. 
www.australianorchidreview.com.au 
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80 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 


ANGRAECOID 


432 pages, 

290 colour photos. 
185mm x 265mm. 
Hardcover. 


190mm x 255mm. 
Hardcover. 
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Conservation Symposium 


n late November 2013 a Conservation Symposium was 

held in Victoria. The two day event was sponsored by 
ANOS Victoria, Australian Orchid Foundation (AOF), 
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority, Victorian 
Department of Environment & Primary Industries (DEPI) and 
Ecology & Heritage Partners, an environmental consulting 
company. The Lake Fyans Holiday Park in The Grampians 
was the chosen site for the symposium and all events took 
place in the very well named Corella Café. 

There were 20 papers presented over two days plus a 
Prasophyllum workshop and an insight into the Best of Brazil, 
wildlife and orchids by Gary Backhouse. Most of these were 
presented by either one or more scientists with a few simply 
by persons engaged in what I term, face-to-face or in your 
face (my terminology) conservation work. 

The symposium began on Monday evening in a very 
relaxed manner with a BBQ and an easy way for all 
86 registrants and organisers to assemble and get to know 
each other. The majority of presenters and registrants were 
from Victoria with three presenters from NSW, one from 
New Zealand, one from Tasmania and two from South 
Australia. The wide variety of attendees included two 
Victorian ANOS groups, two consulting firms, Parks Victoria, 
several Victorian Universities, the Australian Plants Society, 
three representatives of various Field Naturalists groups, 
representatives of four different “Friends of” groups plus 
several teachers from a high school in Melbourne, which is 
the subject of a PE.C.E. program. P.E.C.E. stands for 
propagation, education, conservation and exploration. This is 
the initiative of John Varigos, an ANOS Vic and AOF member 
who designed the program and has been able to implement 
it successfully in one school to date with the hope of more. 
The program enables students to be involved in all facets of 
orchids from flask, to pot and conservation including trips to 
orchid sites. 

Most of the scientific papers were quite detailed and 
showed the in-depth study over long periods, which is 
necessary to formulate a full understanding of the dynamics 
of orchids including, mycorrhizal fungi, pollinators, orchid 
food sources and the effects of fire. However, one common 
thread throughout many of these presentations was the 
regular references to orchid rainfall requirements. This is 
one area in which I have gained some insight through 
12 years of monitoring and recording growth patterns in 
seven control plots of Prasophyllum affine and several others 
of Corunastylis plumosa (Genoplesium plumosum). This 
requirement has also been a feature of the normal orchid 
year of 2013 where the vagaries of rain and the incidence 
of in situ orchid flowering, quality and quantity have been 
more impacted upon than in many previous years. 

Some of the research studies undertaken have been 
over 10 years and these have been presided over by various 
dedicated scientific persons supported by groups of 
volunteers, known as “Friends of” the region in question, 
although many programs have been actively supported by 
members of ANOS Victoria and ANOS Geelong for many 
years. Some of this work is in and around the Melbourne 
metropolitan area but some projects require a 500 km 
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round trip for the volunteers. It appears volunteers may be in 
greater need in the near future as another trend has appeared 
and that is the cessation of funding by a state government or 
agency and the willingness to privatise some agencies, which 
can lead to a loss of valuable scientific knowledge and input. 

Such programs include ex situ collections and 
re-introductions of endangered orchids which also include 
seed storage via cryogenic means as this may be the only way 
to preserve some of our more rare species. 

One presentation which was of great interest for me 
referred to orchid surveys, in particular for the current road 
building program to upgrade the Western Highway, where 
rare orchids and a moth are known to occur. Surveys appear 
to be undertaken in a manner in contrast to many in my local 
area. This means actually on foot and not by vehicle and for 
those who doubt this occurs, I have ample documented 
evidence to prove this claim. 

One of the very different presentations was by a Tasmanian 
couple who have purchased a conservation property and 
thrown themselves into an experiment to ascertain whether 
touching orchids can make them more prone to predation by 
animals. This was a more than interesting concept complete 
with initial trial and is sure to lead to further trials at a 
later date. 

I found the two days to be most informative although the 
level of science presented, while necessary, was well beyond 
my level of understanding but I can recommend attendance 
and participation for any person remotely interested in orchid 
conservation. The variety of presentations provided something 
for everyone and is at the very least an excellent means of 
making contact with other interested and involved orchid 
people. Who knows if you may able to help one of these people 
or if one of these people may be able to help you with a 
solution to your particular local environmental situation. 

Alan W. Stephenson 
Conservation Director 
Australian Orchid Council 
Email: affine@tpg.com.au 
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Inobulbum munificum 

_ isaunique species that is endemic to 

New Caledonia. There are two species in this 
epiphyte genus that is related to Dendrobiu: 

G le f Tinonee Orchid Nursery, 


hot o: David Banks 


